Caroline Cocciardi on the Original Da Vinci Code

There is one undisputed truth about Leonardo da Vinci’s “Mona Lisa”: the artist never relinquished his masterpiece. The painting remained in his possession until his death, in 1519. 
Trying to find factual evidence about the sitter, likely Lisa del Giocondo, wife of a wealthy Florentine silk merchant, and why Leonardo chose to paint her produced dead ends—no contract, no personal correspondence, and no eyewitnesses—nothing to support how or why this painting came to be. 
Nor do any early drawings of the “Mona Lisa” appear in Leonardo’s meticulous notebooks. Why would this most deliberate of artists leave no clues about his signature painting or let it leave his possession? 
These questions remain after 500 years. My long journey to find the answers has led me to a real da Vinci code—a secret buried within the “Mona Lisa’s” clothing.
Considered the definitive Renaissance man, the greatest artist, draftsman, mathematician, and inventor of all time, Leonardo’s interests were legendary. He methodically recorded his observations, from a scientific distance, but left few personal entries among his notebooks.
Regardless of his sexual orientation— most historians agree that Leonardo was probably homosexual—the larger question persists. How could this brilliant, creative man and keen observer of life choose not to explore the realm of romantic love? 
My first breakthrough concerning Leonardo’s feelings for Mona Lisa came during an interview with Jane Bridgman, a London-based Renaissance fashion expert. Bridgman noted that Mona Lisa’s plain, dark dress would have outmoded per early sixteenth-century Florentine fashion, when scholars believe Leonardo began the portrait.
Why did Leonardo take creative license with prevailing fashion? I found the answer in an interlocking knot pattern embroidered on Mona Lisa’s dress. Da Vinci had created a sophisticated geometric pattern without precedent in fashion or elsewhere.
Leonardo’s geometry of love was ready to be unraveled. 
“Let no man read me who is not a mathematician,” Leonardo da Vinci

*   *   *
For more information on the da Vinci dress code please contact Caroline Cocciardi, at 408.666.4050 or monalisarevealed@hotmail.com.
